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IDEA Funding Update

O

NOVEMBER 2018
Val Donnan, Superintendent

n Friday, October 26, the Illinois State Board
Flow Through Channels required
Current Flow Through Channels
of Education (ISBE) announced that an
for FY20 with no extension
Federal Government
extension application regarding IDEA funding
granted from ISBE
would be available for special education coFederal Government
ops to extend the timeline for redistribution
of IDEA funds. SEDOL Member District
State
superintendents, business officials and special
State
education administrators discussed this at a
planning meeting on Monday, October 29. Over
SEDOL
80 percent of SEDOL Member Districts had a
Member Distircts
representative at the meeting to collaborate on
how IDEA funds will flow from member districts
Member Distircts
SEDOL to be paid by member districts
to SEDOL, which will replace the current
subgranting process. Once procedures are developed, the SEDOL Governing Board will need to amend the Articles of
Joint Agreement to reflect those new procedures.
he meeting also included discussion on SEDOL housing needs, audiology services, Infinitec, and approximate tuition
adjustments based on the change in funding. Two subcommittees were suggested to examine at a deeper level the
costs to districts for housing a SEDOL classroom and to make recommendations regarding audiological services.
EDOL will be applying for an extension, once the application is available, to allow for ongoing planning and
preparation to continue to provide Exceptional Services for Exceptional Students. If you have any questions
regarding IDEA funding, please contact Val Donnan at vdonnan@sedol.us.
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Enchanted Backpack
E

Kris Bacci, Gages Lake School Principal

nchanted Backpack is a nonprofit organization that the Lavin and Bernick Families founded in
2017 to empower teacher with the tools needed to fuel the minds and creativity of students.
They did not want to see constrained school budgets, aging facilities or other resource gaps
destroy the hope and motivation of young people getting an education. The organization was
founded to bring important resources to schools in a fun, magical way. The SEDOL Foundation
partnered with Gages Lake School to apply for this opportunity.

O

n September 25 two cargo vans pulled
up to the school filled with school
supplies, books, art supplies, and soft
goods (winter jackets, hats, gloves, and
shoes) for the staff and students of Gages
Lake School. We were able to supply All
classroom teachers, support staff,
and related services staff received bags filled with school supplies,
games, and other supplies. In addition, a free Book Fair was set
up with thousands of books for students and staff to choose from.
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Circle of Courage

Melissa Morreale, Teacher

“Circle of Courage thinking enables us to see students and ourselves in a positive
light even when it comes to current deficits. Students need opportunities to grow
and develop into successful young adults. In following the Circle of Courage, we
ensure students have these opportunities on a regular basis.” -- Michael O’Brien,
Principal, Cyd Lash Academy

C

yd Lash uses the Circle of Courage model to help promote positive youth
development by fostering a sense of belonging, independence, mastery, and
generosity. Throughout the year, staff and students use the Circle of Courage
daily in classrooms and on field trips targeting social emotional development.
This school year the entire middle school program went to Richardson’s Farm to
promote group cooperation and the development of student belonging.
yd Lash staff also engage students in skill building that fosters independence
and mastery. Staff encourage students to self-regulate and connect with
a wide array of activities and projects within the school program. Programs
include the school band, building trades, advanced cooking, herpetology club,
Chicago Area Alternative Education League (CAAEL) sports, and numerous other
possibilities.
urthermore, classrooms develop generosity through a variety of “giving back”
projects developed during the school year. Some examples of generosity
projects developed by students include: volunteer work at Feed My Starving
Children; packing PADs lunches; facilitating bingo at the VA Center; collecting
socks for the homeless; mentoring students at Laremont School and Gages Lake
School. Cyd Lash Academy students also run various fundraising activities during
the year such as Toys for Tots and Illinois Special Olympics.
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Digital Citizenship & Accessibility
D

Student working a coding activity with the Swift
app and demonstrating accessibility features on
the iPad
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Donna Strollo, Technology Coordinator

uring Digital Citizenship Week, Vision Program students in Pam Winters’
class at River Trail School in Gurnee learned how critical thinking and
smart choices while online impacts themselves, their family, friends, and
their communities. The students also demonstrated their skills using
iPad accessibility features in apps such as Google Forms, Pages, and Swift
Coding. The students have all
become proficient using Zoom,
VoiceOver, keyboard shortcuts and
a bluetooth Braille keyboard to
complete instructional activities
on their iPads. The middle school
students are working on coding
activities in Science class using
the Swift app. The instructions
recited with VoiceOver can become
complicated in intermediate and
advanced activities, so Mrs. Winters
demonstrated how using a graphing
squares board with manipulatives
can assist visually impaired
students work through a coding
problem.
Ditital Citizenship lesson
using tactile materials and
iPads

Gages Lake School Students Learn Character Traits
and Earn Grizzly Bucks
T

Kris Bacci, Gages Lake School Principal

he Gages Lake School Character Education
Professional Learning Community has been
working diligently to provide students with
a weekly activity that focuses on a particular
character trait. Each quarter focuses on a
different character trait, and the traits for this
school year are: Cooperation, Respect, Kindness
and Responsibility. Each week teachers
instruct students through a provided activity to
demonstrate how the trait is a part of students’
own lives and how it will help lead
to the development of their social emotional skills. Quarter one started with a
group assembly that included a video about cooperation. Students then returned
to their classroom to participate in an activity and have a snack. First quarter
activities included: Rattlesnake Relay, cup stacking, puzzles, and an art piece for
which each student created their own fish that was then put into a large fish that
represented their class. The quarter ended with a pancake breakfast for those
students who demonstrated cooperation by reaching preset goals for their grade
level or program. The focus for the second quarter is Respect, the third quarter is
Kindness, and Responsibility will round out the year.
n addition to weekly activities, students also have the opportunity to be caught doing something positive, which earns
them grizzly bucks. The grizzly bucks are put into the classroom honeypot for a chance to win a special treat at the
end of the week, or a Pawsitive, which is displayed on a bulletin board in the Commons for a chance to spin the Roaring
Wheel for a special prize. These incentives encourage students to focus on the various character traits.
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Student Council Candy Drive

T

Kris Bacci, Gages Lake School Principal

he newly created Gages Lake School Student Council
held its first activity of the school year. Student Council
members collected leftover Halloween candy to be sent
to Operation Gratitude, an organization that provides Care
Packages to deployed troops, first responders, veterans, new
recruit graduates, wounded heroes and their caregivers, and
military families. Operation Gratitude has delivered more
than 2.1 million Care Packages filled with items donated by
grateful Americans and service-friendly companies who want
to express their support for the many heroes serving overseas
and here at home. The Gages Lake School Student Council
collected 38 pounds of candy that has been sent to Operation
Gratitude. Students also wrote letters that will be included in
the Care Packages.

SIBSHOP! Activities for Siblings

W

Sheila Geier, Social Worker

ith the generous support of the SEDOL Foundation, SEDOL is able
to provide sibshops for brothers and sisters of SEDOL students.
Siblings are able to share experiences with other siblings in a structured,
social setting. The activities are fun and include cooking or baking, arts
and crafts, gym games and educational opportunities. The group is not
designed to be therapeutic, but it may have therapeutic benefits for kids.
There are six sibshops held during the school year, and they are all on
Saturday. There is a teen group for sibs jr. high through high school and a
younger group for siblings age 5 through jr. high. The sibshops are held
at Laremont School, located at 17934 Gages Lake Road in Gages Lake, and
the cost is $7 per Sibshop. For more information, contact Social Worker
Sheila Geier or Teacher Erin Tidd at 847-986-2500.
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PADS community Service

Angelina O’Rourke, Teacher

F

or the past several years SEDOL
has helped the Lake County PADS
Program (Providing Advocacy, Dignity
and Shelter) feed the homeless by
providing monthly sack lunches
and periodic breakfasts to those in
need. This October the John Powers
Center packed lunches for PADS, and
Early Childhood Assessment Team
(ECAT) collected items for a shelter
breakfast. SEDOL will provide more
than 350 breakfasts and lunches this
year to Lake County’s homeless.
“The students, parents and staff at the John Powers Center teamed together with a local PADS agency to help in the fight
against homelessness in Lake County. The families and staff collected food and monetary donations. The students in grades
Pre-K through 5th grade decorated the lunch bags. The middle school students made beautiful notes of encouragement and
positive well wishes to put in the lunch bags. The students in grades Pre-K through 5th grade packed the lunches with juice
boxes, fruit, snacks and goodies! The middle school students made ham and turkey sandwiches with cheese to put in the
lunch bags. We learned that together we can make a difference in the lives of others.”--Angelina O’Rourke, Teacher

Rock Your Core

F

Laremont Goes GREEN for
mental health

Andre Probst, Teacher
Rose Ring, Speech Language Pathologist

our SEDOL speech-language pathologists had the amazing
opportunity to present at an international conference on a
program they created and implemented at Laremont School. On
September 26, Lindsey Coburn, Jill Goldberg, Cassidy Kushner
and Rose Ring presented at the Closing the Gap Conference in
Prior Lake, Minnesota. Their presentation was called Rock Your
Core, which is a multi-sensory approach that incorporates the
SEDOL Core and More Initiative, as well as the Dynamic Learning
Maps’ top 40 high frequency words. In their presentation to
educators, administrators,
parents, assistive technology
facilitators and others, they
shared videos and strategies
on how to incorporate the
Rock Your Core program
in other schools. This was
an incredible way to show
people from all over the
world the tremendous work
our SEDOL staff are doing
with our students.

Erin Hook Tidd, Teacher

O

n Thursday, October 11, several Laremont
staff wore green in support of Mental Health
Awareness. Teacher Erin Hook Tidd started the
wear green campaign six years ago in honor of
her late father-in-law and cousin. Sadly both
men took their own lives after long struggles with
mental health issues. Erin is so grateful for all
the support she has received from her Laremont
Family.

Excellence In Education Grant Winners

LASSO teachers Ailey Logan, Carol Link and Laura Sutton received Excellence in Education grants from the Illinois Retired
Teachers Association. Their proposals were two of the 76 recipients selected from over 400 applications.
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Employee of the Month

Occupational Therapist Monika Schneider was
recognized as September’s employee of the month.
Pictured with Monika are Supervisor Joyce Meuth,
Superintendent Val Donnan and Supervisor Tegan Dittmer.

Registered Nurse Paula Gumbs was recognized as
October’s employee of the month.

Pictured with Paula are Coordinator of Nursing Services
Sue Kruckman, Nurse Joanne Ramirez-Polifka, and
Superintendent Val Donnan.

Student Recognition - Students Taking Academic Responsibility Seriously

The Board recognized Tristan Williams, a student
from North Chicago District #187, as September’s
STARS student. Tristan attends the LASSO-3
Program at Laremont School.

The Board recognized Blake Roeker-Perrone, a
student from Community Consolidated District #46, as
the STARS student for October. Blake attends Gages
Lake School.

Pictured in front row (l-r) are: Teacher Allyce Mohr; Tristan; and
Paraprofessional Jena Sorby. Pictured in back row (l-r) are:
Tristan’s dad; Supervisor Tegan Dittmer; Superintendent Val
Donnan; Dr. Carol Du Clos, Special Education Coordinator for
District #187; and Tristan’s mom.

Pictured with Blake (l-r) are: Jim Fry, Blake’s preschool teacher;
Principal Kris Bacci; Teacher Mary Ekovich; Social Worker Katy
Schuhrke; Grandma Sue Perrone; Social Worker Deb Malitz;
Executive Board Member Dr. Stephen Mack; and Grandpa Steve
Kuhn.

Save-The-Date
Transition Orientation Meeting - Thursday April 18, 2019 6-8PM
at SEDOL Administration Building in the Bay Room.

Laremont Prom - Friday May 3, 2019 11:00am at Laremont
School Gym.

Cyd Lash Academy High School Graduation - Wednesday, May
15, 2019 1:00PM at Cyd Lash Academy Gym

Cyd Lash Academy Middle School Graduation - Thursday, May
16, 2019 1:00PM at Cyd Lash Academy Gym.

Transition Recognition Night - Thursday, May 16, 2019 7-8PM at
Gages Lake School Gym.

Celebration ART night - Thursday, May 16, 2019 6-9PM at Gages
Lake School Gym

Laremont Graduation - Friday, May 17, 2019 1:00PM at Laremont
School Gym.

CAAEL Art Show - March 23-24, 2019 at Forest view Educational
Center/Robert Morris University in Arlington Heights.

Project SEARCH Exit Ceremony - Wednesday, May 22, 2019 6:308:30PM at Sedgebrook in Lincolnshire, IL.

DHH Grayslake North High School Graduation - Thursday, May
23, 2019 7-9:00PM at Grayslake North High School.

John Powers Center 8th Grade Graduation - Tuesday, May 28, 2019 6:00PM at Vernon Hills High School.
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Upcoming Professional Development at SEDOL
Legal Update with Bennett Rodick - January 30, 2019 10AM12PM at the SEDOL Administration Building in the Bay room.

Expanding Expressions Tool - Full Day - January 30, at the
SEDOL Administration Building.

Dr. Scott Bellini, Building Social Relationships with Individuals
on the Autism Spectrum - Full-Day Workshop February 7, 2019,
at DoubleTree in Mundelein.

EL and Special Education Conference, Hosted by IRC - Full-Day
Training February 27, 2019, at DoubleTree in Mundelein.

SEDOL FOundation

Ann Subry, SEDOL Foundation

Foundation Grants

T

he SEDOL Foundation Grant Committee meets in December and in June to review grant requests that will further
the mission to enrich educational, vocational, and social opportunities for children with disabilities in Lake
County. Emergency requests are reviewed throughout the year. Grant applications are due on November 30 and May
30. The Grant Request form can be found here.

Making Strides for Special Kids 5k run/walk and 1 mile kids’ sprint

O

n Saturday, September 15, over 450 people came out to run and walk
in the SEDOL Foundation’s 6th Annual Making Strides for Special Kids
5K Run/Walk and 1 Mile Kids’ Sprint. Over 40 handicapable participants
were partnered with able athletes from The Fitness Pursuit who pushed
wheelchairs, ran, or walked with them. Other activities included a face
painter, a balloon artist, a DJ, and kids’ games. Cinderella and Belle were
at the finish line cheering everyone on! Thanks to all of the Foundation
sponsors and participants. The event netted $48,000 for SEDOL
programs and projects.
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Kris Bacci, Gages Lake School Principal
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Melissa Morreale, Teacher

Angelina O’Rourke, John Powers Center Teacher
Andre Probst, Laremont School Teacher
Rose Ring, Speech Language Pathologist
Donna Strollo, Technology Coordinator
Ann Subry, SEDOL Foundation
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For more, Visit; www.sedol.us
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