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Employee of the year - Shamim Choudhury

S

hamim Choudhury is the 2016 SEDOL Employee Of The Year. Shamim
has been an educator within the special education cooperative for the
past nine years, serving students in SEDOL’s Language and Social Skills
Opportunities (LASSO) programs. She currently teaches at the LASSO
primary program located at Millburn Elementary School (District 24).
hamim Choudhury was nominated by teachers and school
administrators for her many years of consistently advancing students
to higher levels of achievement and motivating them to improve beyond
expectations. Shamim was also praised for her leadership by example
in developing more effective teaching approaches to meet the academic,
social and emotional needs of students in the LASSO Program.
n receiving the recognition, Shamim immediately recognized her
dedicated paraprofessionals and certified service staff (School
Social Worker, Speech & Language Pathologist, Occupational/Physical
Therapists and Itinerant Support) saying “it is always a team effort when
it comes to success in my classroom.” Shamim was formally recognized
at the August 31, 2016 SEDOL Governing Board meeting and related “I am
truly blessed and honored by all the support and recognition that I have
been receiving from all of you, from parents and from the Millburn staff
members. I would like to share this honor with my students as well. They
help me to grow every day.”
hamim Choudhury’s undergraduate degree was completed at the
University of Dhaka in Bangladesh. Her major was Zoology and minors
were Botany and Biochemistry. Shamim earned her Masters in Special
Education from National Louis University in Wheeling, IL. Shamim and
Pictures: Top- Shamim (Center) with SEDOL Admin.
husband, Moin Choudhury, reside in Gurnee, Il. They have a son, Mahin, and related service Staff. Below- Shamim with
who attends Rochester Institute of Technology (Rochester, NY) and a
students and classroom support staff.
daughter, Mayesha, who attends Purdue University (West Lafayette, IN).
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sedol 2015-16 Employees of the month

September 2015 -Rosalinda Ring - Speech & Language Pathologist
October 2015 - Holly Smigelski -Paraprofessional
November 2015 - Susan Hodgkinson, Doreen Hernia, Jeanne Pitcher, Cheryl
Lardner, Joanne Ramirez-Polifka - Laremont Nursing Department
December 2015 - Jennifer Buck - Psychologist
January 2016 - Beth Remedi - Vocational Facilitator/DRS Transition Specialist
February 2016 - Stephanie Nyre - LASSO Early Childhood
March 2016 - Shamim Choudhury - LASSO Teacher
April 2016 - Lynn Sagendorph - Speech & Language Pathologist
May 2016 - Sarah Lingle - Emotional Disorders/Behavior Disorders Teacher
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SEDOL Nursing

Susan Hodgkinson
Nursing Coordinator

S

EDOL currently employs 26 nurses (certified school nurses and registered
nurses) who work in a variety of settings. The nurses are very much a part of
the educational team and attend team meetings, Individualized Education Plan
(IEP) and Full Inital Evaluation (FIE) meetings. They also write medical reviews.
he school building nurses develop individual program goals to reflect the
needs of their student population. For example, the Transition Center focuses
on assisting families and students to change over to adult health-care providers.
The students are taught how and when to contact their doctor and how to present
a health history. The Cyd Lash Academy nurse uses office visits as teachable
moments to instruct students on appropriate medical vocabulary and prioritizing
health recitation. The nurse at John Powers Center is able to use sign language to
teach her students with the aid of her skeleton display.
ne-on-one nurses provide direct care to individual students with intensive
medical needs. The nurse will accompany the student on the bus to and
from school, and will remain with the student while at school. A SEDOL nurse is a
part of the Early Childhood Assessment Team and conducts the initial medical review. There are also traveling sector
nurses who monitor the health care needs of students in a variety of SEDOL programs within member district schools,
including accompanying the classrooms on mobility trips.
EDOL nurses also provide services to member districts such as, conducting medical reviews, certified school nurse
consultation, certified diabetic educator training, and CPR/AED training. School nurses are valuable resources to
students, school staff and community throughout our special education cooperative.
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Where are we??
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cyd Lash Academy Nurse
Gages Lake School Nurse
John Powers Center Nurse
Laremont School- 5 Office Nurses
ECAT – Early Childhood Assessment Team
2 Transition Program Nurses
2 Sector Nurses
12 Assigned Care Nurses - 1:1 Nursing
Nursing Coordinator

DIRECT CARE:

• G-Tube Feeds/Day
• Medications/Day
• PRN Medications
• Oral Suctioning
• Nebulizer Treatments
• Seizure Care
Plus the band aids, temperatures, office visits

2

INDIRECT CARE:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Maintain health records/school health file
Document care and assessment
Medical orders
Physical/Immunization/Dental reporting
Emergency Protocols
Individual Health Care Plans
Attend team meetings
IEP meetings
Medicaid reporting
Medical Reviews
Communicate with teachers, support staff,
parents, and medical specialists
Verify student absences

WE ARE ALSO INVOLVED IN:
•
•
•
•

SEDOL Wellness Policy and Committee
CPR/AED Program and Training
SEDOL Health Fair
Health Education Curriculum and Teaching
EpiPen and Naloxone Training

role of the school nurse
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Direct health care to students and staff
Provides leadership for the provision of health services
Provides screening and referral for health conditions
Promotes a healthy school environment
Promotes health
Serves in a leadership role for health policies and programs
Serves as a liaison between school personnel, family, community, and
health care providers

A

s the complexity of students’ health needs have increased, so have the
demands placed on the school and the school nurse. Today’s school
nurses and school systems are dealing with a more varied and complex
student population.

M

ore school-aged children have chronic health conditions and complex
and severe illnesses. Health statistics report the increased numbers of
children attending school with life-threatening illnesses, diabetes, allergies and asthma. Advanced technology has
introduced a new generation of compromised, medically fragile children who, even a few years ago, would not live
beyond childhood without extensive medical support.

fact: school nursing makes a diffference

A

strong relationship exists between the health of students and their capacity to succeed in school. School
nursing intervention affects academic performance by improving school attendance and increasing the
proportion of time students participate in learning activities. A coordinated health program must be an integral
part of what the school does to help support their students.

responding to the challenge
SEDOL currently employs 26 nurses:
• 3 Certified School Nurses
• 23 Registered Nurses

I

n the State of Illinois, a CSN is titled as a “School Nurse” and has
a Professional Educator License with an Endorsement in School
Nursing. In response to 23 Illinois Administrative Code 226.160,
SEDOL nurses are prepared to complete the medical review
components of the Individual Education Plan (IEP).

Click here to read about the history of nursing
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E Vision Department

Jill Mattner
Vision Deparment Liaison

T

he SEDOL Vision Program currently provides services to 105 students who are
diagnosed as blind or visually impaired. The department includes a Teacher of
the Visually Impaired (VI) at Laremont School, a sector VI program Resource Teacher
stationed at River Trail School (Gurnee District 56) and four traveling (itinerant)
teachers serving member district students throughout the SEDOL cooperative. A SEDOL
Orientation & Mobility Specialist also supports blind and visually impaired students for
eventual independent travel throughout their communities. A licensed Teacher of VI is
also employed as a diagnostician charged with conducting the many vision evaluations
requested annually by SEDOL member districts.
Pictured left; Eli Villagomez of Dist. #56 is learning the braille alphabet using total body
instruction at his sector classroom at District #56 River Trail School.

Unlike students with normal vision, students who are blind or visually impaired
often need to be taught systematically and sequentially. Students with visual
impairments need specialized instruction in nine particular areas:
1. Compensatory or Functional Academic Skills: Skills necessary to access all
areas of the core curriculum are supported by the use of the braille alphabet,
enhanced print, assistive devices, tactile symbols, instruction for listening and
assistance for organizational skills.
2. Orientation and Mobility: One-on-one instruction that teaches basic body
image and independent travel in different environments that may include
white cane use.
3. Social Interaction Skills: Students with visual impairments may not learn
social skills by incidental observation as sighted people do. These skills often
need to be taught.
4. Independent Living Skills: These skills are referred to as “activities of
daily living” and may include food preparation, money management, time
monitoring, personal hygiene, and organization.
5. Recreation and Leisure Skills: Such casual skills may need to be planned
and deliberately taught to ensure blind and visually impaired students have
optimal physical and recreational pursuits as adults.
6. Career Education: Training and guidance are necessary for students to explore
options for productive employment. Accommodations are often identified by
teachers to support later success of students as adults in their careers.
7. Assistive Technology: Instruction in the use of tools to store and retrieve
information is often necessary to level the playing field with sighted peers.
8. Sensory Efficiency Skills: Students with low vision or who are legally blind can
be taught to use remaining vision more efficiently and develop better tactile
and listening skills.
9. Self-Determination: Blind and visually impaired students may need to learn
self-advocacy through clear communication of strengths and abilities. The
ultimate goal of instruction is to enhance a student’s positive approach to
constructive problem solving throughout one’s lifetime.
Pictured right-top; Student Riley Bockwoldt from District #34 practices using his white cane skills outside.
Pictured right-bottom; Roselyn Torress of Dist. #41, practices using a braile machine in her sector classroom at District #56 River Trail
School.
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5 coding at John Powers Center
M

Donna Strollo
Technology Coordinator

iddle and high school Deaf & Hard of Hearing (DHH) students
at John Powers Center & Grayslake North High School
participated in Deaf Kids Code workshops to pique their interest in
computer programming. The students progressed through activities
that required problem-solving, using all their STEM skills (Science,
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) as well as collaborating
with each other and their instructors.
he mission of Deaf Kids Code is to promote computer
programming skills to empower DHH students socially and
economically, and to spark their interest in pursuing a programming
career path. The founder of this non-profit organization, Shireen
Hafeez, notes that federal census statistics show those in the DHH
community are at high risk of unemployment or underemployment
at a rate of 65% or more nationally. As this staggering statistic is
largely attributed to communication barriers, Ms. Hafeez points out that careers where employees perform tasks and
communicate digitally is a perfect fit for the DHH population.
he middle school students began their workshop by making
simple battery-powered “nanobots” that moved in a circle. The
students exercised tremendous patience connecting the small
components that were awkward to work with. Through trial and
error, they used additional materials or design changes to improve
the movement. Their next task was to use programming commands
on their iPads to move a bluetooth robot through a maze and knock
down a tower. The students’ enthusiasm grew each time they tried
out their program, making changes for distance, direction and speed
until they were successful. The group worked together to solve
programming problems, and when their mastery increased their
creativity soon followed. They created more difficult scenarios, busily changing their program commands on the iPad to
move their robot through challenging mazes and even go through the course backwards.
he high school students also began the day making the nanobots, but quickly moved onto programming the
bluetooth robots through more complicated mazes. The rest of the day was spent learning basic JavaScript
programming using online tutorials from Khan Academy. During their progression through the course, the students
made digital characters and animated them. The online courses progress to intermediate lessons and activities which
the students can continue to work on independently. The students were enthusiastically engaged in the creative
activities, tested their program, worked together to solve problems, and proudly demonstrated their finished tasks.
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Pictured;
Students at
John Powers
Center attend
the Deaf Kids
Can Code
workshop and
learn more
about coding.
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The new Gages Lake School gym
floor, designed by SEDOL Employee
Tim Thul, was installed this summer
thanks to the fundraising efforts
of the SEDOL Foundation (www.
sedolfoundation.org). Over recent
years, the membership of the
foundation has built playgrounds,
purchased significant amounts of
equipment and supplies for the
operation of SEDOL classrooms,
encouraged better instruction through
teacher mini grants and on occasion,
have come to the rescue of individual
children in SEDOL programs who have
extraordinary needs. The annual “Send
A Kid To Camp” campaign enables
hundreds of students with challenges
to attend specialized camps in
summer months.
Please consider supporting the great work of the Foundation by attending an event like the one described below.
Contact: Ann Subry, Executive Director, SEDOL Foundation, asubry@sedol.us 847-548-7032

One Special night

Benefitting the SEDOL Foundation

Saturday, November 5, 2016 • 6:30 pm - 10:00 pm
Michigan Shores Club • 911 Michigan Ave. Wilmette
$125 per person • Live Music
You’re encouraged to wear your groovy 1960’s fashions!
Featuring American English
(The Beatles Cover Brand)
“The best Beatles tribute band in the world.” Janet Davies, 190 North, ABC-TV
Enjoy dinner and fun-filled Beatles music
nostalgia with American English. It’s non-stop
entertainment as they recreate the entire
career of The Beatles from 1963-1970. With
costume changes, vintage instruments, and
special effects, American English magically
creates the complete Beatles Tribute!

“These guys are more than a band, they’re
a Broadway Show!” -Eric Burdon of “The
Animals”
Click HERE to download a copy of the response card!

Mail completed response cards to;
Ann Subry, 18160 W. Gages Lake Rd. Gages Lake Il 60030

Visit, Sedol.Us/Newsletter for Current & past SEDOL Quarterly Newsletters

Contributors:

Administration Building:

Dr. Thomas L. Moline , Superintendent
Susan Hodgkinson, Nursing Coordinator
Jill Mattner, Vision Department Liaison
Donna Strollo, Technology Coordinator
Caitlin Thompson, Data Specialist

For more, Visit; www.sedol.us
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